~ From the Director’s Desk ~
~ Grateful & Blessed ~

~ From Our Financial Corner ~

Our caregivers are so supportive of Breath of Life. It is especially
touching when we receive their notes sharing how much they appreciate what our staff does for their loved ones. We thought we
would share a few of the comments we received this year.






We really appreciate what you do for our mother dear. Your
organization is God sent! God bless each of you who bring joy
to our parents’ lives every week. I wish you an amazing new
week and may God bless each of you.
Thank you so much for the certificate! What a total shock to
receive this. I feel we are very fortunate and there are so many
more people who are deserving of help, but my daughters tell
me I have to look at it that people sometimes want to do something for us and that I need to accept that and say “thank you.”
so, again, thank you so much. God bless all the staff at BOL. We
love to have Steve there.
Thank you for taking such wonderful care of our
Father, Gerald. Your love and friendship made a
huge difference. We could see Jesus’ love through
your ministry. Please use this memorial to benefit
others you also serve.

~ What’s Happening? ~
 Congratulations to one of our amazing volunteers,

Your financial support is a welcome gift…
To continue with the grant news, we received
$3,000.00 in August after submitting a grant request to Crow Wing Power Community Foundation’s Operation Roundup. Those funds will go to
sponsor the ongoing need to fund some of the
costs of transportation for our Veterans to and
from Breath of Life, since the Veterans Administration ceased that funding support in 2015.
That $3,000.00 helps us meet our VA Transportation funding objective for the next 10-12 months.
But an even bigger blessing is how
supportive Operation Roundup has
been over the years. Since 2002,
they have awarded us 11 grants for
$20,000.00 that helps us provide a
high level of care for our participants. We are so grateful they have
a heart for what we do. We are truly
grateful to all the businesses, organizations and individuals who provide
ongoing support each year. Thanks!

Jim Koski, who was recently chosen to receive one
of the Crow Wing County Outstanding Senior Volunteer Awards given by The Center in Brainerd. Nominated by Paul Welch, the award was presented at a
picnic at Lum Park on July 12th. When asked, “Why put in so many volunteer hours?” Jim said: “It’s all about the people.”

 We have two fall “sponsorship” fundraisers scheduled. Come to our “Happy Hour for a Cause” at Prairie Bay on Novem-

ber 9th from 5-7PM. For $15 you can enjoy a “wine and hors d’oeuvres social.” 100% of the money raised goes to Breath
of Life. Next, it’s Pizza Ranch on November 13th. A portion of the nightly sales plus the tips will go to Breath of Life.
Come support the cause and have a great time!
 We used the last of the Otto Bremer grant to purchase a 2008 Toyota Avalon. That, plus the two newer Buick Park Av-

enues were made possible because of the generosity of the Otto Bremer Foundation… another long time supporter over
the years. Thank you!
 We had a wonderful opportunity

to celebrate and
appreciate all our
Volunteers who
give so much of their time
and talents to our participants. We are so grateful to
each and every one, both
our twofooted and four-footed friends!
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~ Our Prayer List ~
Thank you for ongoing prayer support as we...
 Give thanks for finding a vehicle to replace one
that needed to be retired...
 Give thanks for generous individuals who have
responded to our sponsorship needs...
 Give thanks that God answered prayers to lead
us to people who will benefit from our services…
 Ask God to provide opportunities to spread the
word about our services to those in need…
 Ask God to lead us to additional grant funding.
We wish you all a blessed and safe fall!
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~ Recognizing Our Staff ~
Meet Linda Wolvert… One hard worker, Linda has only kind words for everyone she meets, and
she loves to meet our participants who she talks about like family. Family is very important to Linda. She came from a close-knit family and is still close to her 6 siblings today. Linda was born and
raised in Brainerd. She graduated from Washington High School. She met the love of her life, a “local
boy,” at a cousin’s wedding. Al first proposed on their 3rd date, but he had to ask her several times before she said yes. They
were married in 1966 and had a wonderful life together until he passed away 14 years ago. They have two daughters, Lora
( in Iowa) and Nikki (in Texas) and eight grandchildren. Linda enjoys reading, going out with friends and activities with people
from church and family. Linda worked in a myriad of jobs both in the Twin Cities and in Brainerd. She helped as a teacher’s
aid (2nd grade) at Lake Region Christian School. She worked at Brainerd Laundry, at Copper Kettle, as a driver for Interfaith
Caregivers, staying with people who are home bound and helping with light housekeeping for Home Instead. She said she has
done house cleaning over 30 years along with her other jobs. She was working at Excelsior Place Assisted Living when she
met Paul at a Senior Luncheon at Church. He was the speaker and she talked to him after lunch. He hired her on the spot two
years ago (good instincts, Paul!). Linda was also diagnosed with pulmonary fibrosis two years ago and has 6 cracked vertebrae that never healed well, but she pushes through all her discomfort as she’s happy working here. She
loves the people at Breath of Life, especially getting to know them and their histories. She also likes ordering/stocking supplies. When asked if she had a favorite story, Linda said not really as “Everyday is special.”
She is always on the lookout for that one person that needs a little extra attention or just someone to talk to.
She loves to tease the rest of the staff, especially the younger ones… and she enjoys watching those younger
ones mature in their jobs and their lives. Linda really loves people, and in turn, people really love her.
Breath of Life is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization serving the Brainerd Lakes area. Established and incorporated in 2001, our goal is to provide the highest quality care for
dependent adults so their caregivers can also maintain their own physical and emotional well being.

~ A View from Our Participants - Dale “Pat” Brown ~
Born in St. Paul, Pat and his family moved by Star Lake, near Dent, MN where he grew up with
his sister and two brothers. His mother was a teacher there. Pat graduated from Perham High
School and then joined the Navy where he served for 3 years in the Seabees. He was a carpenter in construction and spent time both in North Africa and the British West Indies where they rebuilt a military base on
Grand Turk Island. He met Jackie, his future bride, at a roller skating rink in Perham. They were married in Perham and moved
to New Ulm for a while before moving to the Brainerd area. After a year at CLC College, Pat began his 30 year career at the
State Hospital. He kept things running, applying the construction skills he learned in the Seabees. Jackie said the staff and
patients all loved Pat. They loved his jokes and how he always made people happy. People waited for Pat to make his rounds
with his cart full of tools, fixing whatever needed attention. Pat smiled, stating that if you treat people as human beings, they
respond to you. Jackie worked 28 years at Lincoln High School as a paraprofessional helping children with behavioral problems. Pat and Jackie raised their 3 children in their Brainerd home and are very proud of them. All 3 work in educational positions. They have 7 wonderful grandchildren and enjoy spending time with all of them in Minnesota (Baxter), Oregon and Alaska. After retiring, Pat developed some health issues and with the support of their children, Pat and Jackie made the decision
to sell their beloved home of 40 years and move into senior living apartments. There is a lot less work to
do, but “It’s not home.” They both know this was the best decision at this point in their lives. It was Pat’s
nurse from home care that suggested Breath of Life as a way for Pat to get more exercise. He started
attending 2 days a week and now attends 4 days. He enjoys the time we read and discuss the articles in
the newspaper. He says he is a good listener and likes to watch people. Pat likes the food (like the ice
cream he ate while we talked). Jackie likes the free time she gets, using some of it to relax and take care
of herself. Her favorite part is how she sees Pat benefit from his time here. She knows he gets good
care… and loves that we pick him up and bring him home. She said Breath of Life has been a godsend.
Would you like our newsletter via email? If so, send us your email address from our Contact Us page at our website, www.bolads.org.
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